
 

 

Maths Policy 

 

Overview of the Maths Curriculum 

 

At the Vale Primary Academy, we endeavour to teach our pupils a rich and progressive 

curriculum. We believe that mathematics teaches us how to make sense of the world around 

us through developing a child's ability to calculate, to reason and to solve problems. 

 

We strive to help pupils to understand and appreciate the pattern in both number and 

space in their everyday lives in and out of school. We encourage the pupils to develop these 

key and fundamental skills through their growing knowledge and understanding of the world. 

We also want pupils to learn to appreciate the contribution made by many people to the 

development of mathematics in our ever-growing society. 

 

Leaders conduct lesson visits, moderation and pupil voice to establish the impact of the 

Maths curriculum offer.  The results of this inform further improvements and adaptations to the 

curriculum in order to ensure we are providing our pupils with a world class learning 

experience. 

Intent 

 

At the Vale Primary Academy, it is our intention that Maths is taught with its three core 

principals at the heart of how we interpret the content of the curriculum and what we do: 

 

Conceptual Understanding                                                                                                                                    

In developing pupil's skills through enhancing their factual, conceptual and procedural 

knowledge, we allow them to deepen their mathematical understanding and be able to 

apply what they know to help them to problem solve.                                                                                                                     

Mathematical Reasoning                                                                                                                                     

The progression and development of mental calculations and efficiency in strategies will 

provide pupils with the skills which will allow them to communicate and present their findings 

effectively using appropriate mathematical language.                                                                                                

Problem-Solving                                                                                                                                                      

At the Vale Primary Academy, mathematics is integral to all aspects of life. With this in mind 

we endeavour to ensure that pupils develop self-confidence in their ability to approach a 

range of mathematical problems. 

By providing opportunities to apply their mathematical skills in different contexts and across a 

range of subject areas, pupils will be able to work systematically to organise information, find 

patterns and ultimately solutions through independent and collaborative learning. 

 

Implementation 

 

Our Mathematics curriculum is designed to give pupils a secure and deep understanding of 

number, before offering the opportunity to ‘dig deeper’ within other concepts of Maths. In 

Early Years, and where appropriate in Year 1, the principles of the EYFS Framework will be 

followed. There will be the opportunity to ‘Explore Maths’ and develop their understanding of 

Mathematical concepts through play and provision. 

 



 

 

Mathematics skills and understanding of number will be taught daily through a combination 

of iterative daily times table (and division related facts) chants, use of manipulatives, through 

a CPA approach and systematic and sequential teaching, which builds on prior knowledge.  

 

 

The approach to the teaching of Maths encompasses the following key areas: 

• ‘Quality first’ teaching; tailored to meet the needs of the learners in each class, and 

immediate intervention to address gaps in learning where necessary, 

• Teachers using high-quality questioning to explore pupil’s understanding and develop 

it further, 

• Teachers making use of misconceptions to further understanding of key concepts, 

• Teachers using a range of methods to explore key Mathematical concepts which 

appeal to pupils’ different styles of learning, employing concrete/pictorial/abstract 

representations of Mathematical concepts, 

• Pupils learning together, 

• Use of manipulatives, 

• Development of fluency, reasoning and problem solving, 

• CPA approach (C → CP → CPA), 

• Interleaving (following the Hi5 maths approach), 

• Iterative assessments, 

• Opportunities to revisit/consolidate learning, 

• Sequential teaching (WRMH). 

 

Impact 

 

At The Vale Primary Academy, the pupils’ learning and understanding is assessed 

according to age related expectations which directly links with the 2014 National 

Curriculum statements for science. This assessment is both ongoing, to inform future 

planning; and summative to share with staff, leaders, and parents. This ensures the pitch, 

pace and challenge in lessons is well matched to all pupils’ needs and that, by the end of 

each key stage, required content within the National Curriculum is adequately covered to 

prepare pupils for the next phase of their education. Leaders conduct book monitoring, 

lesson observations, moderation, pupil voice surveys and interviews with the pupils to discuss 

their learning and establish the impact.  The results of this feed further improvements and 

adaptations to the curriculum to ensure we are providing our pupils with a world class 

learning experience.  


