
 

 

Religious Education Policy 

 

Overview of the Religious Education Curriculum 

 

At The Vale Primary we aim to develop pupils’ understanding of world faiths and other 

beliefs, exploring their commonality and diversity. We also aim to ensure that children have 

an overall general understanding of the faiths and related philosophical and ethical 

questions. We strive to nurture pupil’s awareness of diversity as well as sensitivity to the 

questions and challenges that different views and cultures can present.  

 

Engaging and stimulating lessons will help nurture informed and resilient responses to 

misunderstanding, stereotyping and division. 

 

RE at The Vale Primary Academy plays an important role in preparing pupils for their future, 

for employment and lifelong learning.  

 

It enhances their spiritual, moral, social and cultural development by:   

• Developing awareness of the fundamental questions raised by human experiences, and of 

how religious teachings can relate to them;   

• Responding to such questions with reference to the teachings and practices of religions 

and other belief systems, relating them to their own understanding and experience;   

• Reflecting on their own beliefs, values and experiences in the light of their study.  

 

Intent 

 

At The Vale Primary Academy, it is our intention that RE is taught through an inquiry 

based approach. Each year group will have a specific focus with individual questions that 

they will look at. The questions in each lesson will help the children to formulate a deeper 

understanding by the end of the unit.  

   

To achieve a broad and balanced curriculum, the syllabus is built around three aims: 

 

• Investigate the beliefs and practices of religions and other world views;   

• Investigate how religions and other world views address questions of meaning, purpose 

and value;   

• Investigate how religions and other world views influence morality, identity and diversity. 

 

Implementation 

 

RE at The Vale Primary Academy lessons will follow the same structure as our Inquiry 

curriculum thus enabling the children to debate, discuss and explore the different questions 

introduced at the start of the lesson.  

 

We will follow the East Riding agreed syllabus to ensure that we are in line with expectations 

outlined. There are clear skills statements within each unit which will ensure that children are 

accessing work at age related expectations, with regular opportunities to be stretched and 

further their knowledge, skills and understanding through the incorporation of ambitious and 

more challenging objectives.   



 

 

  

 

At Key Stage 1:  

  

Pupils should develop their knowledge and understanding of religions and world views, 

recognising local, national and global contexts. They should use basic subject specific 

vocabulary. They should raise questions about beliefs and find out about questions of right 

and wrong and begin to respond with their own views. Teaching and learning should be 

focused around Christianity and one other religion, alongside understanding of non-religious 

approaches to life. Aspects of other faiths may be included as appropriate, such as teaching 

about specific festivals or rituals.  

  

At Key Stage 2:   

  

Pupils should extend their knowledge and understanding of religions, beliefs and values, 

recognising personal, local, national and global contexts. They should be introduced to an 

extended range of sources and subject specific vocabulary. They should be encouraged to 

be curious and to ask and discuss increasingly challenging questions about beliefs, values 

and human life, drawing on the insights of religions and other world views. Pupils should 

respond with their own ideas, identifying relevant information, selecting examples and giving 

reasons to support their ideas and views. 

 

At key stage 2, teaching and learning should build on the KS1 focus around Christianity and 

Islam, and be extended to the study of Judaism and Sikhism, alongside developing 

understanding of nonreligious approaches to life. Aspects of other faiths may be included as 

appropriate, such as teaching about a specific concept, festival or practice.  

 

As part of investigating the beliefs and practices of religions and other world views, pupils 

should be taught to:   

  

• Describe and understand links between stories and other aspects of the communities they 

are investigating, responding thoughtfully to beliefs and teachings that arise from them;   

• Describe and make connections between different features of the religions and other 

world views, discovering more about prayer, celebrations, worship, pilgrimages and the 

rituals which mark important points in life.  

  

As a whole school we are focused on further developing the literacy skills of all of our 

children and to also promote the use of the ‘language of the expert’.  Subject specific 

vocabulary will also be taught alongside our RE lessons.  

 

  



 

 

Impact 

 

At The Vale Primary Academy, pupils aim to enhance cross curricular links and enable deep 

learning, through the linking of ideas and concepts.  The children’s learning and 

understanding is assessed according to age related expectations provided by the East 

Riding syllabus. This ensures the pitch, pace and challenge in lessons is well matched 

to all children’s needs and that, by the end of each key stage, required content is 

adequately covered and secured in order to prepare pupils for the next phase of their 

education. Leaders conduct lesson visits, moderation and pupil voice to discuss their learning 

and establish the impact.  The results of this feed further improvements and adaptations to 

the curriculum in order to ensure we are providing our children with a world class learning 

experience. 


