
 

 

SMSC Policy 

 

Overview of SMSC 

 

At the Vale Primary Academy, we ensure SMSC development underpins all aspects of our 

board and balanced curriculum, therefore, enabling children to develop the skills and 

attitudes encapsulated in our values and golden threads. We want to give children the 

opportunity to not only flourish academically, but also in their personal development and 

growth. For SMSC to be successful we will ensure our pupils have the chance to be inspired 

and to have a balanced and reasoned understanding of all aspects of SMSC and British 

Values (BVs).  We therefore aim to provide an education that provides pupils with 

opportunities to explore and develop. 

 

Our Aims  

• To ensure that everyone connected with the school is aware of the Vale Primary 

Academy values (respect, excellence, pride, compassion and aspirations) 

Children will know exactly what is expected of them and the values will 

be echoed consistently.  

• To ensure a consistent golden thread approach to the delivery of SMSC issues 

through the curriculum and the general life of the school.   

• To give each child a wide range of opportunities to reflect upon and have the 

freedom and encouragement to discuss their beliefs, feelings and responses to 

personal experiences.  

• To enable pupils to begin to develop an understanding of their social and cultural 

environment and an appreciation of the many cultures that now enrich our 

society. 

• To make sure that the education of our children is set within a context that is 

meaningful and appropriate to age and background.  

• To seize opportunities for all children to explore social and moral issues and 

develop a sense of social and moral responsibility.  

 

Intent 

 

At the Vale Primary Academy, it is our intention that SMSC is active within all areas of the 

curriculum and that teachers seize opportunities for SMSC to be woven into their lessons. We 

recognise that the personal development of pupils, spiritually, morally, socially and culturally, 

plays a significant part in their ability to learn and achieve. It is the golden thread which runs 

through all aspects of school life; therefore, we take a cross-curricular approach that 

provides pupils with opportunities to explore and develop SMSC so that they are prepared 

for life in diverse, modern Britain and beyond.   

 

Lessons and experiences are meaningful, interesting, and promote personal development 

and achievement for all our children. The curriculum also provides children with various 

opportunities to increase their cultural awareness so that pupils appreciate diversity and 

richness of other cultures.  

 



 

 

Teachers are provided with an SMSC skill code document which will clearly indicate how the 

British Values link to each area of development. The skill codes will be displayed throughout 

school in order to highlight how SMSC is woven into different areas of the curriculum.   

 

Implementation 

 

At the beginning of the academic year, each class will create an SMSC class contract which 

will promote positive personal behaviours in line with our behaviour policy. The class will 

discuss the school’s expectation of being respectful and appreciate diversity and richness of 

other cultures. During the autumn term, every class will focus on the five British Values and 

gain deep understanding and knowledge. This will allow the children to comprehend how 

each British Value is woven into the different areas of SMSC. Teachers are provided with an 

SMSC overview for the year which will indicate the skill code that they should deliver each 

week. The overview aids teachers in not only understanding the different areas of SMSC, but 

it will also ensure appropriate depth and coverage.  

 

  

Planning will be led by golden questions that will link to an SMSC skill code. This will clearly 

demonstrate how all the aspects of SMSC are being considered and how teachers grasp 

these opportunities. The golden question will be displayed on a sticker and answered in 

books as a written task or discussion based depending on the lesson outcome. Lessons will be 

delivered through the golden questions and core texts that have been specifically chosen. 

These questions provide opportunities for children and their teachers to discuss aspects of 

SMSC such as different cultures and beliefs within the community, modern British Values, the 

world we live in and identifying right and wrong. Most importantly, it gives the children of the 

Vale an opportunity to be responsible, independent, and invested citizens in the world that 

they will grow up in. 

 

 Our aim is to celebrate the wide-ranging diversity within our school and the wider 

community by showing respect and eagerness in learning about other religions, beliefs and 

cultures whilst exploring their individual of spirituality. This will happen through high quality 

teaching, educational visits and visitors from various cultural backgrounds. This will inspire our 

pupils and develop their knowledge, skills and understanding. Development in SMSC will take 

place across all curriculum areas, within activities that encourage pupils to recognise the 

spiritual dimension of their learning, reflect on the significance of what they are learning, and 

explore how their actions could affect themselves and others.  

 

Every week, teachers will use ‘My5’ as an interleaving approach. This will be used in any 

lesson where a skill code is evident or as part of a SMSC lesson. My5 will promote spiritual and 

social development because the children will experience moments of stillness, reflection, 

and opportunities to develop their interpersonal skills. My5 is a short and impactful five-minute 

discussion about relevant keywords or terms that may arise in the class.  

 

An excel document will also be used throughout school to document the cross curricular links 

to SMSC. This will clearly demonstrate how all the aspects of SMSC are being considered and 

how teachers enhance these opportunities. As well as embedding SMSC in our creative 

curriculum, we will also deliver whole school assemblies which will contribute to the SMSC 

development of our pupils. 

 

Pupils also have the opportunity to voice their opinions and ideas through our Pupil 

Parliament team. The elections of the Pupil Parliament members are based solely on pupil 

votes, reflecting our British electoral system and demonstrating democracy in action. The 

Pupil Parliament will be given a diary and themes in which they will gather ideas, thoughts 

and opinions towards a subject which will aid school development. The Pupil Parliament will 

bring the book to meetings and feedback their findings, this will then drive further discussions 



 

 

and improvements. In addition, the Pupil Parliament will be involved in organising our charity 

work throughout the school year. 

 

Impact 

 

SMSC and the BVs will be evident as soon as you walk into the Vale Primary Academy with 

our children demonstrating a healthy outlook towards school and always aspiring to achieve 

excellence. All school staff will have secure knowledge of how SMSC is seamlessly woven 

throughout our school curriculum and implemented through the use of A1 floor books, Pupil 

Parliament and assemblies. School leaders will conduct lesson visit, moderation and pupil 

voice to discuss learning and establish the impact.  

 

We believe our SMSC curriculum has a positive impact on the whole child, including their 

academic development and progress by building confidence and self-esteem. It is 

successful in supporting SEND children and vulnerable children to achieve to a greater 

extent by raising aspirations and empowering them to overcome barriers they may face. It 

will also ensure that children are able to develop their knowledge, skills and resilience they 

need to succeed at school and in the wider world.   

 


