
 

 

Reading Policy 

 

Overview of the Reading Curriculum 

 

We believe every child should leave The Vale Primary Academy with the ability to read 

fluently, to comprehend and infer meaning from a range of texts. We endeavour to offer our 

pupils a wide selection of texts, from a range cultures and many aspects of our society. Pupils 

are able to access in multiple formats, range from but not exclusive to, hard copies of books, 

newspapers, magazine, e-books, digital learning platforms and audio books. 

 

Intent 

 

Our aims in the teaching of reading are: 

• To develop a secure knowledge of phonics, thus equipping our pupils with the 

essential skills to read. 

• To expose our pupils to a vocabulary rich diet of reading. 

• To provide a consistent and progressive approach to teaching reading through 

challenging, high quality and age-appropriate texts. 

• To implement effective comprehension strategies so that pupils’ ability to read for 

meaning improves and challenges the most able. 

• To ensure all pupils improve their fluency, and thus support at least good progress in 

reading for every child. 

• To develop a love for reading by offering our pupils a wide range of formats of books 

that foster an interest in a variety of texts, genres and themes, both fiction and non-

fiction. 

 

Implementation 

 

The reading strategy at The Vale Primary Academy is driven through a development of a 

love of reading and appreciation of books, across school and beyond. This is nurtured using 

highly bespoke phonics teaching at early reading level and the DELTA reading strategy 

model across whole school.  

 

All Teachers will have a map of reading outcomes and genres that will be covered over the 

course of the year. In addition, they will have a clear idea of the reading domains, 

knowledge and skills that are required to effectively develop pupils’ fluency and 

comprehension skills. 

 

The DELTA Reading Strategy 

The Reading Strategy is a trust-wide approach to develop reading comprehension skills. It 

takes place every day from Y1-Y6.  It incorporates age-appropriate, challenging texts, which 

are rich in vocabulary. Each week, there are three lessons focussing on the core text; the 

other two lesson give the pupils the opportunity to be exposed to alternative texts such as, 

non-fiction, playscripts and poetry. 

 

The DELTA reading strategy overview: 

• Lessons last 30-minutes, focussing on whole class text reading. 

• Texts last for one full term and are supplemented by other text types. 



 

 

• All reading sessions have a skill learning objective linked to the key stage content domain 

and national curriculum skill. 

 

The Inquiry Curriculum 

• Our inquiry curriculum, ‘Our Place in Time’, is underpinned, and supplemented by, high 

quality texts; these texts are appropriately pitched to both challenge and promote 

learning with all pupils in each year group.  

• ‘Anchor texts’ provide subject knowledge and wider understanding. 

• ‘Core texts’ provide cultural capital and world education to all pupils. 

• Both ‘Anchor texts’ and ‘Core texts’ promote a love of reading in a wider context and 

pupils are able to access these across the school day. 

 

Home Reading Texts 

• Pupils still receiving phonics support should be provided with a home reading text that 

matches their current phonics assessments to ensure fidelity.  

• Pupils who have progressed beyond phonics will be provided with a home reading 

matching their fluency and comprehension skills.  

• These home reading texts follow the Oxford Reading Tree (ORT) book band progression. 

Assessments are made using PM Benchmarking are aligned using a comparison document 

to ORT book bands. 

 

Impact 

 

The assessment of reading will take place as follows: 

 

• Reading will be assessed formatively during assessment weeks using NFER papers and 

previous SATs papers in years 2 and 6.  

• Pupils will be regularly assessed by teachers using the reading content domains. 

• Whilst the content domains are based on the National Curriculum, they do not 

represent the national curriculum programme of study for reading at KS1 or KS2 in its 

entirety, and therefore it is essential that teachers still plan their lessons using the 

national curriculum. This should be evidenced using the READ codes detailed within 

the core guide. 

• Phonics checks will be regularly performed in KS1 (and Y3 for those pupils who didn’t 

pass in Year 2) in line with the Trust expectations, on a termly basis, formally using 

previous years phonics screening test papers. The results of these will be then used to 

target key groups and individuals with targeted phonics teaching, as well as directing 

whole class teaching. 

• Teachers will formally assess the pupils’ reading skills against the reading frameworks, 

which clearly list in year expectations and objectives. Following each assessment 

point, reading skills will be analysed in depth from each teacher at RAG meetings by 

the assessment, phase and subject lead to ensure class teacher judgements are 

accurate and secure. 

• Pupils will evidence at least good progress throughout each term as they move to 

develop their skills base in answering a range of question types linking to various texts.  

• Pupils will build up their fluency and repertoire of knowledge of a range of exciting 

and interesting texts, they can then link into all other areas of their academic career. 

• Pupils’ fluency and comprehension will also be assessed regularly to provide them 

with an appropriately pitched home reading text. 


