
 

 

Geography Policy 

 

Overview of the Geography Curriculum 

 

At The Vale Primary Academy our aim is for all pupils to develop a lasting enjoyment and 

understanding of the world in which we live. Pupils will be given opportunities, in the school’s 

inquiry curriculum, to learn the knowledge, skills and understanding needed to study places, 

people and processes in relation to themselves, their own locality and the wider world.  

Pupils will be encouraged to become independent learners by collecting and interpreting a 

wide range of geographical information. They will communicate the information in a variety 

of different ways by making cross curricular links, where appropriate, with reading, writing 

and mathematics. 

   

Intent 

 

Geography helps to provoke and provide answers to questions about the natural and 

human aspects of the world. Pupils are encouraged to develop a greater understanding of 

diverse places, people and current issues that affect the ecology of the planet. The 

geography curriculum allows pupils to promote their spiritual, moral, social and cultural 

development. This will assist them in becoming a citizen of the world. 

We aim to inspire in pupils a curiosity and fascination about the world and its people which 

will remain with them for the rest of their lives. We encourage the pupils to apply their 

knowledge through our oracy framework and debating opportunities. This is done to 

promote the pupil’s interest and understanding. 

Within EYFS, pupils begin to gain an understanding of their world around them and their 

place within it. Pupils learn to explore and observe their local community- comparing their 

own environment to that of another. They are encouraged to find similarities and differences 

between places. They learn the importance of looking after their environment. 

In Key Stage 1, we focus on pupils developing an understanding of the human and physical 

features of their local environment. We develop their knowledge of their town, village and 

city within the United Kingdom. Following this we gradually increase their understanding of 

the wider world. Pupils are encouraged to use their geographical vocabulary to compare 

and contrast their environment to another in the ‘developing’ world. They are taught how to 

use maps, atlases and globes to support their understanding of their position and location 

within the world. 

In Key Stage 2, we further develops pupils’ knowledge, skills and understanding. We provide 

opportunities to communicate information in a variety of ways. They study the location and 

characteristics of a range of the world’s most significant human and physical features. We 

provide a geographical context for understanding the actions of processes. Pupils build on 

their mapping skills by studying the features of the world in regards to humans and physical 

geography. 

 

Implementation 

 

Geography at The Vale Primary Academy is taught through our SOLO taxonomy-based 

inquiry, which is underpinned by key substance knowledge and disciplinary knowledge; this is 

all supplemented by Core and Anchor texts. Core and Anchor texts are carefully chosen to 



 

 

provide clear context and meaning for our pupils whilst they are gaining the knowledge and 

skills that they need to become expert ‘geographers.’ 

 

Our progressive units of work are designed to be modified for our pupils and their 

experiences. Staff continually review and adapt work and learning in order to meet pupils’ 

needs and ensure necessary coverage. Within inquiry strands, fieldwork sessions are 

incorporated to actively engage pupils in their learning. The focused and progressive skills 

used to plan and teach geography, ensure that pupils are accessing work at age related 

expectations, with regular opportunities to be stretched and further their knowledge, skills 

and understanding through the incorporation of ambitious and more challenging 

objectives.  

 

At Key Stage 1, our pupils develop knowledge about their own locality in Knottingley, 

Yorkshire, the United Kingdom and the World. They can understand basic subject-specific 

vocabulary relating to human and physical geography and begin to use key geographical 

skills, including first-hand observation, to enhance their locational awareness. 

 

At Key Stage 2, pupils extend their knowledge and understanding beyond their local area to 

include the United Kingdom, Europe and the rest of the world. This includes the location and 

characteristics of a range of the world’s most significant human and physical features. Our 

pupils develop their use of specific geographical vocabulary, knowledge, understanding 

and skills to enrich their locational and place knowledge. 

As a whole school we are focused on further developing the literacy skills of all our pupils and 

to also promote the use of the ‘language of the expert’.  Subject specific words are a 

planned focus in all Geographical topics and are taught explicitly in each lesson. 

 

Impact 

 

• At The Vale Primary Academy, pupils evidence knowledge, skills and understanding 

work in inquiry books which aim to enhance cross curricular links and enable deep 

learning, through the linking of ideas and concepts; this is supplemented by bespoke 

knowledge organisers.  

• The pupils’ learning and understanding is assessed according to age related 

expectations which directly links with the 2014 National Curriculum statements for 

History.   

• This assessment is both ongoing, to inform future planning; and summative to share 

with staff, leaders and parents. This ensures the pitch, pace and challenge in lessons is 

well matched to all pupils’ needs and that, by the end of each key stage, required 

content within the National Curriculum is adequately covered and secured in order 

to prepare pupils for the next phase of their education.   

• Leaders conduct lesson visits, moderation and pupil voice to discuss learning and 

establish the impact.    

• The results of this feed further improvements and adaptations to the curriculum in 

order to ensure we are providing our pupils with a world class learning experience 

and that all pupils are ready for life beyond The Vale Primary Academy. 


