
 

 

History Policy 

 

Overview of the History Curriculum 

 

We aim to bring history to life at The Vale Primary Academy by immersing pupils in realistic 

experiences both in school and on exciting educational visits. Pupils will have an 

understanding of their place in history and concepts of when and why events happened in 

relation to each other.  

 

Intent 

 

History engages and inspires pupils. It challenges pupils to gain a coherent knowledge and 

understanding of Britain’s past and that of the wider world. Opportunities are given for pupils 

to ask questions, think critically, and use evidence. 

 

We intend that pupils start to understand different people’s lives and the process of change. 

Pupils will understand the diversity of societies and relationships between different groups. This 

includes their own identity and the challenges of their time. Overriding questions are offered 

to pupils to develop their chronological understanding. This is also done to build knowledge 

and provide opportunities to interpret sources. 

 

We want pupils to enjoy and love learning about history. We want them to gain knowledge 

and skills in different ways. This will be through experiences in the classroom, but also with the 

use of fieldwork and educational visits. 

 

In EYFS, pupils are encouraged to develop their understanding of belonging. We want them 

to understand where they fit in their family and within the community. Pupils have 

opportunities to talk about significant events and family customs. Also, they explore how they 

might differ from their friends. They are taught to sequence simple timelines of their life, from 

birth until present day. Exploratory questions are celebrated and lines of enquiry meet the 

needs and interests of the pupils. 

 

In Key Stage One, pupils build on their knowledge gained in EYFS. They question, explore and 

research historical changes within living memory. This is extended to the recent past within 

the last century. Through practical activities, pupils engage in a range of sources. This is to 

help build their understanding of the past and its impact on today’s society. They investigate 

significant historical events. They study people and places in their own area and the way this 

has contributed to national and international achievement. 

 

In Key Stage Two, our pupils are encouraged to be historians and ask valid questions to 

deepen their learning of past events. They use this to then compare their findings with how 

they live today and the wider world. Pupils are challenged to look at a range of time periods 

and see where they fit within a timeline. By developing these skills, they become competent 

thinkers. They will make connections and links as they travel through the key stage. 

  



 

 

Implementation 

 

History at The Vale Primary Academy is taught through our SOLO taxonomy-based inquiry, 

which is underpinned by key substance knowledge and disciplinary knowledge; this is all 

supplemented by Core and Anchor texts. Core and Anchor texts are carefully chosen to 

provide clear context and meaning for our pupils whilst they are gaining the knowledge and 

skills that they need to become expert ‘historians.’   

 

Our History curriculum covers the skills outlined in the National Curriculum through broad, 

challenging and inspiring strands. An inquiry based approach is used to deliver the content 

within a meaningful context and wherever possible cross curricular links are exploited. 

However, teachers make it explicit to the pupils that they are learning history skills and 

encourage them to think and work like ‘historians.’   

 

Key Stage 1: strands taught include learning about a range of famous people in the past 

who have contributed to national and international achievements. For example, Mahatma 

Gandhi, Rosa Parks and Queen Victoria. These are chosen carefully to ensure pupils learn 

about individuals of both genders and from diverse backgrounds.  Other strands consist of 

changes within living memory and events beyond living memory that are significant 

nationally or globally.  

 

Key Stage 2: The National Curriculum for History outlines that: pupils should continue to 

develop chronologically secure knowledge and understanding of British, local and world 

history, establishing clear narratives within and across the periods they study. They should 

note connections, contrasts and trends over time and develop the appropriate use of 

historical terms. They should understand how our knowledge of the past is constructed from a 

range of sources. At The Vale Primary Academy a long-term plan, with carefully constructed 

units of work covering the full range of skills, is in place in order to achieve this.   

 

Medium term plans and detailed curriculum statements ensure coverage of both the 

required knowledge and the subject specific skills. Individual sessions are planned to inspire, 

engage and challenge pupils in response to their needs. Pupils are given a wide variety of 

experiences both in the classroom and out. We encourage school visits and visitors into 

school to enable the children to gain first-hand experiences to support their learning.  

 

One element in the development of the pupils’ communication skills is for pupils to apply 

their writing skills within an extended written piece linked directly to their history theme. Pupils 

are encouraged to think like ‘historians’ and develop their skills including historical inquiry. 

There is a strong emphasis on developing pupils’ other skills such as understanding of 

chronology, interpretations of evidence, changes within a time and across time periods and 

cause and consequence.  

 

The History units taught have been developed to help children appreciate their own identity 

and the challenges in their time. It will help them understand the process of change over 

time and significant developments. 

 

  



 

 

Impact 

 

• At The Vale Primary Academy, pupils evidence knowledge, skills and understanding 

work in inquiry books which aim to enhance cross curricular links and enable deep 

learning, through the linking of ideas and concepts; this is supplemented by bespoke 

knowledge organisers.  

• The pupils’ learning and understanding is assessed according to age related 

expectations which directly links with the 2014 National Curriculum statements for 

History.   

• This assessment is both ongoing, to inform future planning; and summative to share 

with staff, leaders and parents. This ensures the pitch, pace and challenge in lessons is 

well matched to all pupils’ needs and that, by the end of each key stage, required 

content within the National Curriculum is adequately covered and secured in order 

to prepare pupils for the next phase of their education.   

• Leaders conduct lesson visits, moderation and pupil voice to discuss learning and 

establish the impact.    

• The results of this feed further improvements and adaptations to the curriculum in 

order to ensure we are providing our pupils with a world class learning experience 

and that all pupils are ready for life beyond The Vale Primary Academy. 


